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H.R. 3520. An act to adjust the boundaries

of the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area
and the adjacent Wenatchee National Forest
in the State of Washington.

f

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on June 10, 1998 he had presented
to the President of the United States,
the following enrolled bill:

S. 1244. An act to amend title 11, United
States Code, to protect certain charitable
contributions, and for other purposes.

f

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memori-
als were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM–449. A resolution adopted by the St.
Augustine Beach City Commission relative
to funding of a shore protection project; to
the Committee on Appropriations.

POM–450. A resolution adopted by the Ne-
vada Legislature’s Committee on Public
Lands relative to the Interior Columbia
Basin Ecosystem Management Project; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

POM–451. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of New Hampshire;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 23
Whereas, the state of New Hampshire has

continued to decrease air pollution emis-
sions in accordance with the federal Clean
Air Act Amendments of 1990; and

Whereas, certain regions of the country,
including the state of New Hampshire, are
currently victims of air pollution emitted
upwind from the region, but are being held
responsible for that pollution by the federal
Clean Air Act; and

Whereas, section 126 of the federal Clean
Air Act allows states to petition the Admin-
istrator of the federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) to find that any sta-
tionary source or group of stationary sources
emits any air pollutant in amounts which
significantly contribute to levels of air pol-
lution in excess of the national air quality
standard outside of the state; and

Whereas, the state of New Hampshire filed
a petition to section 126 before the EPA in
August 1997; now therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court convened:

That the New Hampshire Senate and House
of Representatives support the section 126
petition filed by the state of New Hampshire
in August 1997; and

That the federal Clean Air Act should be
amended so that section 126 petitions may
refer not only to stationary sources and
groups of stationary sources, but also to non-
stationary sources and groups of non-sta-
tionary sources; and

That the EPA should exercise its duty
under section 110 of the federal Clean Air Act
to require states to submit plans consistent
with attainment of the national air stand-
ards in their own state and in all areas down-
wind from them; and to refuse to accept
plans containing emissions which signifi-
cantly contribute to non-attainment of the
national air standards in areas downwind, by
determining what total reductions are need-
ed to attain the standards and then appor-
tioning the responsibility for reductions in a
cost-effective equitable manner among all
states that contribute significantly to non-
attainment; and

That copies of this resolution be sent by
the hours clerk to the President of the
United States, the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the chair-
persons of committees of the United State
Congress having jurisdiction over the Clean
Air Act, the Administrator of the United
States Environmental Protection Agency,
and each member of the New Hampshire con-
gressional delegation.

POM–452. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Ten-
nessee; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 132
Whereas, This General Assembly acknowl-

edges the importance and emerging depend-
ence of business, government and society on
the Internet as a growing part of our system
of communications and commerce; and

Whereas, The members of this legislative
body also recognizes that the Internet as a
medium of free speech contains, in addition
to its many salutory features, potential dan-
gers for society and especially our youth, in
that it can provide uncontrolled and instan-
taneous access to obscenity, child pornog-
raphy and other adult-oriented materials
that are harmful to youth; and

Whereas, in 1996 Congress attempted to
place restrictions on the Internet to curb
these dangers by the passage of the Commu-
nications Decency Act of 1996, which was de-
clared unconstitutional in part by the
United States Supreme Court in the case of
Reno v. ACLU; and

Whereas, The Internet is in a developing
stage and software developments and other
market forces may eventually allow Internet
providers to provide clean Internet services
or products that will protect children from
the harms of the Internet and permit users
to block out offensive materials and services
without compromising the beneficial aspects
of the Internet; and

Whereas, The technology currently exists
to more readily control these problems by
the use of a designated top-level domain site
for web sites that contain pornographic and
adult-oriented materials and services which,
if employed, will expedite and facilitate the
development of clean Internet materials and
services by the lawful classification of web
sites; and

Whereas, In October of this year, the
United States Department of Commerce
plans to set up a private not-for-profit cor-
poration whose directors will create five new
top-level domains that will register web sites
by subject type; and

Whereas, A federal requirement that an
adult-oriented domain site be created and
that all adult-oriented web sites be reg-
istered to such domain would greatly aid
Internet users, parents and teachers in
shielding America’s youth from the harms of
pornography and adult-oriented materials
and services that are available and pro-
liferating on the Internet, and

Whereas, The states are somewhat limited
in the regulation they can provide in this
area because of the federal Commerce
Clause; and

Whereas, Congress and the Executive
Branch are the appropriate governmental
branches to provide leadership in this area
and may lawfully act to resolve quickly this
issue in a responsible manner that comports
with the ideals of the First Amendment;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the One-Hundredth
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee,
That this Body hereby urges the United
States Congress to establish and maintain a
uniform resource locator system that con-

tains a top-level domain for all Internet web
sites providing pornographic or adult-ori-
ented materials or services so as to facilitate
and assist Internet users, service providers
and software developers to manage the prob-
lem of uncontrolled access to obscenity,
child pornography and other adult-oriented
materials and services via the Internet. Be it

Further Resolved, That this Body respect-
fully urges the President and Vice President
of the United States and the Secretary of the
Department of Commerce to use their offices
and considerable influence to bring about the
aims of this resolution by the means of exec-
utive order or department regulation, or the
promotion of federal regulation, as they
deem appropriate. Be it

Further Resolved, That the Clerk of the
Senate deliver enrolled copies of this resolu-
tion to each member of the Tennessee dele-
gation, to the United States Senate and the
United States House of Representatives, to
the Chairmen of the United States Senate
Commerce, Science and Transportation Com-
mittee and the United States House Com-
merce Committee, and to the President and
Vice President of the United States and the
Secretary of the United States Department
of Commerce.

POM–453. A resolution adopted by the
House of the Legislature of the State of
Michigan; to the Committee on Finance.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 212
Whereas, Housing credits are the primary

state-federal tool for making affordable rent-
al housing available for low-income people.
Since 1987, state agencies have allocated
housing credits that have helped finance
nearly 900,000 apartments for low-income
families; and

Whereas, The cap on the amount of hous-
ing credits was set ten years ago. Over the
past decade, less and less housing is becom-
ing available. As a result of the impact of in-
flation, demand for this highly successful
program exceeds supply by a three-to-one
ratio; and

Whereas, The Congress of the United
States is considering two bills that would
rectify the problem of inadequate housing
credits by adjusting the cap to reflect infla-
tionary growth. These bills, H.R. 2990 and S.
1252, will reopen doors to more low-income
housing. In Michigan, it is estimated that
the legislation will result in enough credit
authority to create another 1,000 units of
much-needed housing. Another key to the
bills is a provision to index the cap for hous-
ing credits to reflect inflationary change.
This is an appropriate strategy to ensure the
continuing availability of low-income hous-
ing; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to enact legislation to in-
crease the cap on low-income housing cred-
its; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM–454. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Michi-
gan; to the Committee on Finance.

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 171
Whereas, The Internal Revenue Code is be-

yond repair; and
Whereas, The Internal Revenue Code is the

core of the distrust of government the Amer-
ican people feel; and

Whereas, the current tax code is 7 million
words, compared to Lincoln’s Gettysburg Ad-
dress of 269 words and the Declaration of
Independence, which is 1,337 words; and
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Whereas, The IRS’s ‘‘simplest’’ return, the

EZ Form 1040, has 33 pages of instructions,
and the IRS Form 1040 has 76 pages of in-
structions; and

Whereas, Individual taxpayers spend 1.7
billion hours and American business will
spend 3.4 billion hours each year simply try-
ing to comply with the tax code. That effort
is equivalent to a ‘‘staff’’ of 3 million people
working full time, year round, just on taxes;
and

Whereas, Taxes are too high, but any steps
to lower taxes by modifying the existing tax
code would make it even longer and more
confusing; and

Whereas, A proposal to abolish the Inter-
nal Revenue Code by December 31, 2001, em-
bodies a prudent method and provides ade-
quate time for developing a new tax code;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That we memorial-
ize the Congress of the United States to
enact legislation to abolish the Internal Rev-
enue Code by December 31, 2001, and replace
it with a new method of taxation. The new
tax code must:

—Lower taxes—to create job opportunities;
—Foster growth—by encouraging work and

savings;
—Be fair—for all taxpayers;
—Be simple enough for all taxpayers to un-

derstand;
—Be neutral—allowing people, not govern-

ment to make choices;
—Be visible, so people know the cost of

government;
—Be stable, so people can plan for the fu-

ture; and be it further
Resolved, That we request the other states

to urge Congress to enact this proposal; and
be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, to members
of the Michigan congressional delegation,
and to the legislatures of the other states.

POM–455. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of California; to the
Committee on Finance.

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 65
Whereas, The California Legislature and

the Governor, on a bipartisan basis, enacted
Assembly Bill 1126 and other conforming leg-
islation to establish the Healthy Families
Program; and

Whereas, The Healthy Families Program
embodies the Governor’s vision of providing
private insurance to the children of working
parents whose employers do not provide de-
pendent health insurance coverage and
whose family income is insufficient to pur-
chase private health care coverage for their
children; and

Whereas, It was the Legislature’s intent, in
enacting the Healthy Families Program,
that children of low-income parents who
work receive the same beneficial treatment,
with regard to income disregards, as families
applying for Medi-Cal; and

Whereas, The state government expressly
requested the use of income disregards to es-
tablish eligibility for the Healthy Families
program, similar to the disregards applied to
low-income persons applying for Medi-Cal
coverage for their children; and

Whereas, The federal government accepted
the plan developed by the administration, in-
cluding the provisions of the plan which pro-
tect against crowd out; and

Whereas, The delay and potential elimi-
nation of families who want and need to par-
ticipate in the program, since they do not
have the means to purchase insurance with-
out financial assistance, would place a great
hardship on these families and their chil-
dren; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the
State of California, jointly, That the Legisla-
ture of the State of California memorializes
the federal Health Care Financing Adminis-
tration, and the Congress and the President
of the United States to preserve the state
plan to implement the Healthy Families
Program in its current approved form; and
be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly transmit copies of this resolution to
the President and Vice President of the
United States, to the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, and to each
Senator and Representative from California
in the Congress of the United States.

POM–456. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Colorado; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 98–1036
Whereas, The Aircraft Repair Station Safe-

ty Act of 1997 pending in the federal congress
would require all aircraft maintenance fa-
cilities, whether domestic or abroad, to ad-
here to the same safety and operating proce-
dures; and

Whereas, The Aircraft Repair Station Safe-
ty Act of 1997 would provide for more strin-
gent standards for certification of foreign
aircraft repair stations by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and would revoke the
certification of any repair facility that
knowingly uses defective parts; and

Whereas, There are over five hundred fifty
persons with a combined annual income of
over twenty-nine million dollars employed in
the aircraft repair industry in Colorado
whose jobs are at risk of being moved out of
the United States unless foreign aircraft re-
pair stations are required to adhere to our
safety and operating procedures; and

Whereas, On January 9, 1997, House Resolu-
tion No. 145 was introduced in the House of
Representatives of the United States by Rep-
resentative Robert Borski; and

Whereas, On July 30, 1997, a companion
bill, S. 1089, was introduced in the Senate of
the United States by Senator Arlen Specter;
and

Whereas, H.R. 145 and S. 1089 both propose
to enact the Aircraft Repair Station Safety
Act of 1997: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives of
the Sixty-first General Assembly of the State of
Colorado, the Senate concurring herein: That
the General Assembly requests the United
States Congress to enact and the President
to sign the Aircraft Repair Station Safety
Act of 1997, be it further

Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolu-
tion be sent to the President and Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States, the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the United States Con-
gress, and to each member of the Congres-
sional delegation from Colorado.

POM–457. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 13
Whereas, the Republic of Poland is a free,

democratic, and independent nation with a
long and proud history, being the first na-
tion in Central Europe to stand up for demo-
cratic values and to undergo a systematic
transformation; and

Whereas, the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization is dedicated to the preservation of
freedom and security of its member nations;
and

Whereas, Poland and its Central European
neighbors the Republic of Hungary and the
Czech Republic recognize their responsibil-

ities as democratic nations and wish to exer-
cise such responsibilities in concert with
members of NATO; and

Whereas, Poland will bring to the alliance
its defense potential, its stabilizing role in
the region, and its good relations with its
neighbors; and

Whereas, Hungary and the Czech Republic
have also shown their commitment to de-
mocracy and its preservation throughout the
world; and

Whereas, the Republic of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic desire to become a
part of NATO’s efforts to prevent the ex-
tremes of nationalism and to spread democ-
racy and stability; and

Whereas, the security of the United States
is dependent upon the stability of Central
Europe. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does respectfully urge the United States Sen-
ate to support the establishment of a time-
table for the admission of the Republic of
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic to
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Be
it

Further Resolved, That a copy of this Reso-
lution be transmitted to the president of the
United States Senate, to each member of the
Louisiana congressional delegation, and to
the ambassadors of the Republic of Poland,
the Republic of Hungary, and the Czech Re-
public to the United States.

POM–458. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 33
Whereas, the Republic of Poland is a free,

democratic, and independent nation with a
long and proud history, being the first na-
tion in Central Europe to stand up for demo-
cratic values and to undergo a systematic
transformation; and

Whereas, the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization is dedicated to the preservation of
freedom and security of its member nations;
and

Whereas, Poland and its Central European
neighbors, the Republic of Hungary and the
Czech Republic, recognize their responsibil-
ities as democratic nations and wish to exer-
cise such responsibilities in concert with
members of NATO; and

Whereas, Poland will bring to the alliance
its defense potential, its stabilizing role in
the region, and its good relations with its
neighbors; and

Whereas, Hungary and the Czech Republic
have also shown their commitment to de-
mocracy and its preservation throughout the
world; and

Whereas, the Republic of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic desire to become a
part of NATO’s efforts to prevent the ex-
tremes of nationalism and to spread democ-
racy and stability; and

Whereas, the security of the United States
is dependent upon the stability of Central
Europe. Therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Legislature of Louisiana
does respectfully urge the United States Sen-
ate to support the establishment of a time-
table for the admission of the Republic of
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic to
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Be
it

Further Resolved, That a copy of this Reso-
lution be transmitted to the President of the
United States Senate, to each member of the
Louisiana congressional delegation, and to
the ambassadors of the Republic of Poland,
the Republic of Hungary, and the Czech Re-
public to the United States.

POM–459. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana;
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to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 41
Whereas, congress, through the Federal

Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of
1996 (FAIR Act), mandated that the Sec-
retary of the United States Department of
Agriculture consolidate the then existing
thirty-two federal milk marketing orders
into not less than ten nor more than four-
teen orders by April 4, 1999; and

Whereas, the FAIR Act also authorized the
Secretary of the United States Department
of Agriculture to review and reform the pric-
ing and other provisions of the consolidated
orders; and

Whereas, on January 23, 1998, the Secretary
of the United States Department of Agri-
culture issued proposed rules for federal
milk order consolidations and reforms; and

Whereas, these proposed rules included two
options for pricing milk used in Class I (fluid
milk products), which are noted and referred
to as Option 1A and Option 1B; and

Whereas, Option 1A is similar to the
present geographic price structures; how-
ever, Option 1B would reduce the minimum
federal order prices in Louisiana by more
than one dollar per hundredweight; and

Whereas, while demand has been rising due
to increasing population, milk production in
Louisiana and the entire Southeast has de-
clined during each of the past seven years;
and as a result, larger quantities of milk are
imported from other regions at higher cost
than local milk; and

Whereas, implementation of Option 1B,
even with the highest transition option,
would aggravate the loss of dairy farms and
local milk production; and

Whereas, such loss will be devastating to
the dairy farmer, the rural communities, and
the consumers. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
memorializes the Congress of the United
Stated to support, and urges and requests
the United States Secretary of Agriculture
to incorporate, Option 1A as the pricing pro-
cedure in all federal milk marketing orders
in his final decision on consolidation and re-
form of these orders. Be it

Further Resolved, That a copy of this Reso-
lution shall be transmitted to the presiding
officers of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives of the Congress of the United
States of America, each member of the Lou-
isiana congressional delegation, and the Sec-
retary of the United States Department of
Agriculture.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JEFFORDS, from the Committee
on Labor and Human Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

H.R. 2614. A bill to improve the reading and
literacy skills of children and families by
improving in-service instructional practices
for teachers who teach reading, to stimulate
the development of more high-quality family
literacy programs, to support extended
learning-time opportunities for children, to
ensure that children can read well and inde-
pendently not later than third grade, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 105–208).

By Mr. MCCAIN, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute and an amended preamble:

H. Con. Res. 131. A concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of Congress regarding
the ocean (Rept. No. 105–209).

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment and with a preamble:

S.J. Res. 41. A joint resolution approving
the location of a Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Memorial in the Nation’s Capital (Rept. No.
105–210).

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 1683. A bill to transfer administrative
jurisdiction over part of the Lake Chelan Na-
tional Recreation Area from the Secretary of
the Interior to the Secretary of Agriculture
for inclusion in the Wenatchee National For-
est.

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. GORTON, Mr. WELLSTONE,
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
CHAFEE, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. ROBB, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr. LEVIN,
Mr. BUMPERS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. KOHL, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
CLELAND, and Mr. MOYNIHAN):

S. 2152. A bill to establish a program to
provide credit and other assistance for en-
couraging microenterprises in developing
countries, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself and Mr.
REID):

S. 2153. A bill to require certain expendi-
tures by the Federal Reserve System to be
made subject to congressional appropria-
tions, to prohibit the maintenance of surplus
accounts by Federal reserve banks, to pro-
vide for annual independent audits of Fed-
eral reserve banks, to apply Federal procure-
ment regulations to the Federal Reserve
System, to reform the pricing practices of
the Federal Reserve System for services pro-
vided to the domestic banking system, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mrs. BOXER:
S. 2154. A bill to promote research to iden-

tify and evaluate the health effects of sili-
cone breast implants, and to ensure that
women and their doctors receive accurate in-
formation about such implants; to the Com-
mittee on Labor and Human Resources.

By Mr. BINGAMAN:
S. 2155. A bill to provide restitution of the

economic potential lost to communities de-
pendent on Spanish and Mexican Land
Grants in New Mexico due to inadequate im-
plementation of the 1848 Treaty of Guada-
lupe Hidalgo; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BOND (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. LOTT, Mr. BREAUX, Mr.
BURNS, Mr. MACK, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr.
FRIST, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr.
DODD, Mr. FAIRCLOTH, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. THOMAS, Mr.
D’AMATO, Mr. HATCH, Mr. SHELBY,
Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr. KEMPTHORNE, Mr.
ROBB, Mr. CLELAND, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
SANTORUM, and Mr. LEAHY):

S.J. Res. 50. A joint resolution to dis-
approve the rule submitted by the Health
Care Financing Administration, Department
of Health and Human Services on June 1,
1998, relating to surety bond requirements
for home health agencies under the medicare
and medicaid programs; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, and Ms. MI-
KULSKI):

S.J. Res. 51. A joint resolution granting
the consent of Congress to the Potomac
Highlands Airport Authority Compact en-
tered into between the States of Maryland
and West Virginia; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. LOTT (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. Res. 246. A resolution authorizing the
taking of a photograph in the Chamber of
the United States Senate; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. MOYNIHAN (for himself, Mr.
HELMS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MACK, Mr.
WELLSTONE, and Mr. FEINGOLD):

S. Con. Res. 103. A concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of the Congress in sup-
port of the recommendations of the Inter-
national Commission of Jurists on Tibet and
on United States policy with regard to Tibet;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. GORTON, Mr.
WELLSTONE, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. CHAFEE, Mrs.
BOXER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
ROBB, Mr. INOUYE, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
BUMPERS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. KOHL, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CLELAND, and Mr.
MOYNIHAN):

S. 2152. A bill to establish a program
to provide credit and other assistance
for encouraging microenterprises in de-
veloping countries, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

MICROCREDIT FOR SELF-SUFFICIENCY ACT OF
1998

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce a bill today which is cospon-
sored by at least 20 of my colleagues in
the Senate, a bipartisan offering on an
issue which I came to be familiar with
over 10 years ago. I traveled to the
country of Bangladesh. It is not ex-
actly on the itinerary of favorite con-
gressional trips because it is a country
which, although it is large and very in-
teresting, has had its share of misfor-
tune. It seems whenever any natural
disaster would strike in the world it
would stop in Bangladesh. We, of
course, conjure an image in our mind
of people who have suffered through ty-
phoons and tornadoes and flooding and
all sorts of deprivation. It is a very
poor country.

Then Congressman, the late Mike
Synar, and I went to Bangladesh. One
of the reasons we went was to explore
an issue which we had heard a lot
about. There is an institution created
in Bangladesh known as the Grameen
Bank. Grameen means ‘‘people’s
bank.’’ It is an extraordinary institu-
tion because it is an unusual bank; it is
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